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Prestige vs 
Practicality-

Perceptions of Support: 
Transitions of CTE Dual 
Enrollment Students to 
further Post-Secondary 
options-A Case Study 
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Welcome!

• Let’s See who we have!!!
• Complete the Poll and let us 
know your role:
• You have copies of the link at 
your table

• www.menti.com

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://disasteravoidanceexperts.com/meeting-planners-speakers-bureaus/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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• AGENDA

• Norms
• Background of the research
• Partnerships at their BEST: 

ARTICULATION 
AGREEMENTS

• Research Demographics
• Research Findings
• Implications
• Recommendations-How do we 

support this unique student 
populations?
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NORMS:
• Be PRESENT

• Be RESPECTFUL

• SHARE IDEAS

• SAVE     
QUESTIONS      
IN THE PARKING       
LOT
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Background 
of Research

Problem of Practice-Student 
loan debt and students 

leaving college without a 
degree

Research Question: Why do 
CTE dual enrollment 

students transfer to non-
articulating institutions?

SQ1: How do students 
perceive they are being 
supported at their high 

schools for post-secondary 
exploration as CTE dual 

enrollment students?

SQ2: How do students 
perceive they are supported 

as CTE dual enrollment 
students who transition to 
the articulating institution?

SQ3:How do students 
perceive they are supported 

as CTE dual enrollment 
students who transition to a 

non-articulating two-year 
institution?

SQ4: How do students 
perceive they are supported 
as dual enrollment students 

who transition to a non-
articulating four-year 

institution?
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Unique Partnership:

Orange Technical 
College/Valencia 

College-
TechExpress

Valencia 
College/University of 
Central Florida-
DirectConnect
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University of Central Florida-Today…
Articulation agreement  
through DirectConnect-
articulation with 6 state 
colleges-relevant to my 

research-saving students 
time and money

Technical college students 
articulate with the state 

college and then articulate 
through DirectConnect to 

UCF

Graduated their 50,000th 
DirectConnect transfer 

student in 2019

UCF Advisors on the 6 
state college campuses to 

support student 
transitions

Downtown campus 
consist of UCF and 

Valencia College.  With 
Orange Technical College 
within walking distance-
literally, across the street

Opportunity to extend 
articulation agreement 
with Orange Technical 

College.
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Prestige vs 
Practicality…
What is a prestigious 
college/university?

Let’s complete another 
poll:

www.menti.com
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PRESTIGIOUS  COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES

Top 10 Colleges/Universities (National) Top 10 Colleges/Universities (Florida)
Harvard University of Miami
Princeton University of Florida
Stanford Emory-Riddle Aeronautical University
Yale Stetson University
Duke Rollins College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Florida Institute of Technology
Darmouth Florida Southern College
California Institute of Technology Florida State University
Amherst Jacksonville University
The University of Pennsylvania University of South Florida

Source: CollegeSource.net October 20, 2020
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Students Perception of 
post-secondary exploration 
support in decision-making

Methodology: 
Qualitative Research–

A Case Study
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A Case Study: Conceptual Framework-
3 Stage
Model
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Qualitative Research–
Demographic Survey 

Results: A Case Study

Students Perception of post-secondary exploration support in decision-
making
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Demographic Survey 
Results-Population
 8-Former CTE dual-enrollment students- 4 

females/4 males; age range 17-26 y/o 
 5 different high schools: 4-Free and Reduced 

Lunch (FRL) status and 1-Non-FRL status; year 
of graduation was between 2013-2020

Family Income by participant(s): 3 were 
employed while in high school
1-less than$20,000 per year
2-$20,000-$34,999 per year
1-$35,000-$49,999 per year
3-$50,000-$74,999 per year
1-$75,000-$99,999 per year
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Demographic 
Survey Results:

7 participants identified their 
race as African-American

1 participant identified their 
race as Caucasian

2 participants identified their 
ethnicity as Hispanic 
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Demographic 
Survey Results:

CTE programs by 
participant(s):
1-Culinary
1-Digital Audio Production 
2-Early Childhood 

Education
1-Fashion Technology
1-3D Animation/Graphic 

Design
2-Patient Care Assistant
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Demographic Survey Results:

7-Participants-First-
Generation College 

Student -3 
participants had 

parents with some 
college, but no 

degree

1-Participant-
Both parents 
were college 

graduates with 
advance 
degrees.
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1- Male 1-Female
(identified as a 
prestigious 
school-
CollegeSource)

1-Female
2-Males

1-Male 2-Females ALL 6-Non-4 yr
Aspire to 
transfer to UCF:

Aspirations: 
Transfer-4yr: University of Central Florida-all (6) of the participants of non-4-year institutions

Demographic Survey Results:
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Qualitative 
Research–
Interview 

Results: 
College 

Choice-the 
voice of the 

student…

Students Perception of 
post-secondary 

exploration support in 
decision-making

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/ivytech-engl112/chapter/reading-primary-marketing-research-methods/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Group Activity 
Directions:

-Review the list of quotes 
as it relates to the factors 
of the college choice 
stage (3 min)

-Discuss/Reflect on the 
impact of your role: 
relationship/relevancy-(6 
min)

-Share Out: As a team, 
select 1 quote that stands 
out and explain why-2 
mins per team

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/ivytech-engl112/chapter/reading-primary-marketing-research-methods/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Findings: Perceptions 
of Support During 
Stage One of College 
Choice 
Model:

Predisposition
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Findings: 
Perceptions of 
Support during 
Stage Two of 
College Choice 
Model-

Search
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Findings: Perceptions 
of Support during 
Stage Three of 
College Choice 

Model: 

Choice
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Implications/Significance of 
Findings

CTE students’ perception of 
post-secondary exploration 
support in decision-making
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Implications

Collaborations between institutions 
promote foundational career 
exploration

Contact before-during-after 
enrollment support transition to 
articulating institution

 Implementation of articulation 
agreements support college transfer

Support-systems connecting career 
pathways for first-generation college 
students improves retention and 
persistence



25

Recommendations
CTE students’ perception of post-
secondary exploration support in 
decision-making

Let’s complete another Mentimeter activity to ascertain 
your recommendations based on your current role in P-20:
www.menti.com
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Recommendations

Promote 
expansion of state-
legislative career 

exploration 
curriculum: Pre-K-
post-secondary (P-

20 connections)

Career liaison-
mentorship support 
group for CTE first-
generation college 

student-retention and 
persistence



27

Questions/Comments

Dr. Robin D. Lynch
UpliftED-Central Florida

robinlynchtu1982@gmail.com



28

References
• Berger, J.B., & Milem, J.F. (2000). Organizational behavior in higher education and student outcomes. In J. C. Smart 

(Ed.), Higher education: Handbook of theory and research (Vol. XV, pp. 268-338). New York: Agathon Press

• Bergerson, A. A. (2009). College choice as a comprehensive process. ASHE Higher Education Report, 35(4), 21-46. 

• Bui, K. (2002). First-generation college students at a four-year university: Background characteristics, reasons for 
pursing higher education, and first-year experiences. College Student Journal, 36 (1), 3-13. 

• Cabrera, A. F. & La Nasa, S. M. (2000). Overcoming the tasks on the path to college for America’s disadvantaged 
students. New Directions for Institutional Research, 107. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

• Choy, S. P., and C. Ottinger (1998). Choosing a Postsecondary Institution. Statistical Analysis Report, NCES 98-080. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Educational Research and Improvement, National Center for 
Education Statistics, November. 

• Chumbley, S. (2015). Hybrid CTE dual enrollment: an innovative approach to education. Techniques 28-32. Retrieved from 
https://www.acteonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Techniques-April2015-HybridCTEDualEnrollment.pdf

https://www.acteonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Techniques-April2015-HybridCTEDualEnrollment.pdf


29

References
• College Choice (2020).  Retrieved from https://www.collegechoice.net/rankings/best-colleges-and-universities/

• Creswell, J.W. & Poth, C.N. (2018). Qualitative inquiry & research design choosing among five approaches. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE.

• Engle, J. (2007). Postsecondary access and success for first-generation college students. American Academic, 3, 
25-44. 

• Glesne, C. (2006). Becoming qualitative researchers as introduction. Boston, MA: Pearson.

• Hardre, P. L., Sullivan, D. W., & Crowson, M. H. (2009). Student characteristics and motivation in rural high 
schools. Journal of Research in Rural Education, 24, 1-19. 

• Horn, L., & Nunez, A. M. (2000). Mapping the road to college: First-generation students’ math track, planning 
strategies, and context of support. Washington DC: National Center for Education Statistics. 

https://www.collegechoice.net/rankings/best-colleges-and-universities/


30

References
• Hossler, D. & Bontrager (2015). Handbook of strategic enrollment management. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass
• Hossler, D., Schmit, J., & Vesper, N. (1999). Going to college: How social, economic, and educational factors influence the decisions students 

make. Baltimore, MD: John Hopkins University..

• Hurtado, Sylvia, Inkelsa, Karen K., Briggs, Charlotte, & Rhee, Byung-Shik (1997). Differences in college access and choice among racial/ethnic 
groups: Identifying continuing barriers. Research in Higher Education, 38(1) 43-75

• McDonough, P. M., Antonio, A. L., Walpole, M., & Pérez, L. X. (1998). College rankings: Democratized college 

knowledge for whom? Research in Higher Education (5), 513.

• Messer, E. (2016). A qualitative study on the college choice process for first generation college students at all 

small, private, religious affiliated institution Doctoral dissertation, University of Alabama).  Retrieved from 

https://ir.ua.edu/bitstream/handle/123456789/2715/file_1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

• Mosser, D.P. (2010, October 14). Definition, federal legislation, and trends: career and technical education in the 
United States. College Board. Retrieved from 
https://www.nafsa.org/...Home/.../Career%20and%20Technical%20Education.ppt

https://www.nafsa.org/...Home/.../Career%20and%20Technical%20Education.ppt


31

References
• Pascarella, Ernest T.; Pierson, Christopher T.; Wolniak, Gregory C.; Terenzini, Patrick T. Journal of Higher Education. May/Jun2004, 

Vol. 75 Issue 3, p249-284. 36p. 5 Charts. DOI: 10.1353/jhe.2004.0016.

• Paulsen, M. (1990). College choice: Understanding student enrollment behavior. Association for the Study of Higher Education. ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Higher Education. Retrieved from http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-9220/college.htm.

• Prins, E., & Kassab, C. (2015, Summer).  GED recipients in postsecondary education: a rural-urban analysis of Pennsylvania FAFSA 
applicants’ educational, demographic, and financial characteristics.  Journal of Research and Practice for Adult Literacy, Secondary, and 
Basic Education, (4)2, 20-36.  Retrieved from https://coabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/COABEJournalSummer2015.pdf 

• Rosenbaum, J.E., Stephan, J.L., & Rosenbaum, J.E. (2010).  Beyond one-size-fits-all college dreams-alternative pathways to desirable 
careers. American Educator.  Retrieved from https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/Rosenbaum_0.pdf

• Smith, M. J. (2008). College choice process of first-generation black female students: Encouraged to what end? Negro Educational 
Review, 59(3-4), 147-161.

• Terenzini, P. T., Cabrera, A. F., & Bernal, E. M. (2001). Swimming against the tide: The poor in American higher education. College 
Board Research Report No. 2001–3. New York: The College Board.

• University of Central Florida. (n.d.). Mission statement and UCF Creed. Retrieved from http://catalog.ucf.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=160

• University of Central Florida. (n.d-b). UCF strategic plan. Retrieved from https://www.ucf.edu/strategic-plan/

• University of Central Florida, (n.d.-p). DirectConnect to UCF.  Retrieved from https://directconnect.ucf.edu/

• Valencia College, (n.d.)

http://catalog.ucf.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=160
https://www.ucf.edu/strategic-plan/
https://directconnect.ucf.edu/


32

Thank you!!
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